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herself with resolutions and with the aid of texts and
injunctions, which she hung upon the walls of her
room. One of her resolutions was "Not to talk
foolishly to men, more especially THE KING.55
With all this she had great social gifts. As an
actress she was incomparable, was greatly in request
and brilliant in company, although one of her rules
was "If you speak anything they like say 'tis borrowed
and be humble when commended." In fact, fortified
by the spirit of an ascetic, she managed to keep her
head.
Evelyn, who knew well enough the atmosphere she
lived in, could not but admire such achievement.
At last she confided in him her love for Sidney
Godolphin, who also held a Court appointment.
Evelyn had been opposed to her "melancholy
resolution of absolutely renouncing the thought of
marriage.35 Court life, however, became unendurable
to her and she decided to retire and live with Lady
Berkeley, of Stratton, at Berkeley House. "Their
Majesties were both unwilling to part with such a
jewel/5 but after a while consented. In one of his
inimitable phrases, Evelyn describes her departure
from Whitehall. CCI leave you, Madam, to imagine
how the rest of the court mourned this recess, and
how dim the tapers burnt as she pass'd the ante-
chamber , . . and verily I had not observed so
universal a damp upon the spirits of everyone who
knew her."
He describes how Margaret's eyes "sparkled with
joy35 as she entered Berkeley House, and exclaims,
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